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Critical Analysis: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

Introduction
Benjamin Franklin was raised in Boston in a region known as Milk Street. They were three brothers in their family and all were bred with different apprentices in different fields of study. Thomas was raised as a smith after his father footsteps, however, he was motivated to study and later Thomas became a businessman and a prominent person in the American history. On the other hand, John was bred as a dyer, Benjamin Franklin was brought up as a silk dyer and became an apprentice in London. The literature review will extensively cover the critical analysis of the book The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by discussing aspects such as the overview and review of the same.

Overview
Since he was a young boy, Benjamin Franklin had a great interest in literature and all the little money he got ended up spending it on literature books. His first literature collection was of John Bunyan’s works in different books. Later he sold the collection so that he could purchase minute chapmen’s volumes which contained historical collections gathered by R. Burtons. Benjamin’s love for the books encouraged his parent to bred him into the printing job. In this profession, Franklin also had a brother named James who had started as a printer before him. In the autobiography, we are told that he also had an inclination to the sea but did not go through and therefore he learned more on the books side and later traveled to Philadelphia. 
In Philadelphia, Sir William Keith came to visit Benjamin who by then was living with his cousin since they were working together and asked him to visit him in Boston. In the year 1724, a small vessel was offered to Benjamin and he took a holiday claiming to visit his friend. However, the governor had sent a letter to his father recommending the visit that it was going to be a fortune for him. “My father received the governor’s letter with some apparent surprise, but said little of it to me for some days, when Capt. Holmes returning he showed it to him, asked him if he knew Keith, and what type of person he was” (Franklin 34). Benjamin’s father, although did not approve of Sir Williams proposition he found how his son had gotten such recommendations from such a person. Benjamin later visited his brother John who was married and he welcomed him well. He later traveled to New York and the governor by then after hearing that there was a young man who had a great deal for books requested to meet him. His name was Burnet (son of Bishop Burnet). The governor treated him with great civility and was able to show him his big library. This was the second governor who had showed him the honor to take notice of him. “We proceeded to Philadelphia, on the way we received Vernon’s money without which we could hardly have completed our journey” (Franklin 34).
Collins his friend had the habit of drinking and this led to quarrels which led to their break up and splitting of Vernon’s cash. “This was one of the greatest errata’s of my life” (Franklin 34). This situation revealed that there was a great variation between individuals and that discretion accompany years and also the young people did not know about it. Kramer and Benjamin were close friends and when he moved back to Philadelphia they were still close. “My chief acquaintances at the time were Charles Osbourne, Joseph Watson and James Ralph all lovers of reading. The two first were clerks to an eminent conveyancer in town” (Franklin 34).
The governor in London seemed to like the company of Benjamin and thus had him visit his house often resulting to a setup which seemed like an agreed affair. He was to carry with him letters of recommendation to his associates besides the letter to supply him with capital. “At Palmers I was employed at composing the second edition of Wollaston’s Religion of Nature” (Franklin 40). It was named Dissertation of Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Pain. His printing of this article was another erratum of his life. By chance, this pamphlet fell to the hands of Lyon, a surgeon, and author of a book entitled The Infallibility of Human Judgement. Lyon recognized him and he sometimes called him to converse on the issues. Also, the debates on the increase of the money by the people were growing stronger. The debates possessed Benjamin Franklin fully and it inspired him to write the booklet titled The nature and necessity of paper currency. The pamphlet was commended by the common citizens but the wealthy society detested the idea since it encouraged and supported the demand for more money. Some friends thought that he had done a good thing and deserved to be rewarded by employing him to print the money that he was fighting for the people to benefit. That was a very rewarding job and also a tremendous deal for Benjamin Franklin. Again, that was another advantage that he gained for being a prolific writer of the time. Later he acquired from his friend Hamilton the production of the Newcastle paper money yet another money-making opportunity. His trainee, David Harry, who he had educated when working with him opened his own working station in Philadelphia after having purchased his own starting supplies. He was at first concerned about the great rivalry between his apprentice Harry since all the workers were capable and also had a great interest in all their dealings.
Review

The book is about the life history of Benjamin Franklin, a great figure in the American history. We see how he is brought up in a humble background with his three brothers. The book affected me greatly and got me thinking on how one can begin from scratch and end up making history in his or her life. It does not matter where one is brought up or how wealthy they are, the main idea is how we use the limited resources we have to acquire what we do not have. I liked the book very much. This is because it is trying to encourage in some way not to lose hope and keep pushing for what we want. We see that at first, Benjamin Franklin is bred by his father as a silk dyer but he had a passion for reading and kept his spirit until the point he succeeded in becoming a printer. This shows us that he was motivated and knew what he wanted. I did not notice anything that the author left out but instead, I noted that he gave details of his progress in life and how he was able to become successful. It illustrates how he was strong hearted and willing to take risks in life. I recommend this book to the people who are already giving up in life thinking that they cannot achieve anything. This is a wrong mentality and they should change it in order to succeed. They should take heart and push on for what they think is right and good for them and those around them. In this book, I learned a lot of things. First, we should make wise decisions and know what we want with our lives. This is well illustrated in the book where we see Benjamin Franklin even stays away from home for seven months in the sea. This was a bold move and requires courage. Also in the book, we can see that what other people think about does not count and should not be taken into consideration since what matters is what we know is right for us and for those around us. We see that at some point he started fighting for the rights of the people by writing a pamphlet on the increase of the paper money in which some people saw is a good idea and supported him while others saw it as a bad idea and never supported him at all. This was not right since he was fighting for all the people and not some. But later we see that he was rewarded with a good paying job.
Conclusion

The book having discussed the overview and the review of the same generally shows us how we can discover who we are and what we want to do in life. It is all evident where we see Franklin starting as a noble and ends up as a great man in history. This shows us that it does not matter the beginning of something but what matters is the end result of the situation. We should not be broken by our background or our current conditions but instead, we should struggle to go through the hardships and make it through. This is the main theme of the book. In my thoughts, we as intelligent human beings we should help others and also try to improve our current conditions by doing what is right and good for those around us. 
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